
 
 

News Release  

October 30, 2025 

Artistry of Toller Cranston: New book kicks off Toller 50 campaign ahead of ‘26 Winter Olympics 

Toronto, ON (November 29, 2025) – Toller Cranston CM, OLY, LLD: Canadian icon, artist, resister, 
champion, inspiration, role model. Ten years since he passed away at age sixty-five, fifty years since his 
milestone Olympic Bronze in Innsbruck, the Toller 50 campaign kicks off a year-long initiative to remind 
Canadians about an iconic life and to grow Toller’s legacy based on the values of courage, authenticity 
and expression. The Toller 50 campaign supports emerging talent through programs and initiatives that 
equip individuals to take charge of their future, find the courage to live authentically, and compete and 
succeed at the highest levels in sport, art, and life.  

President of Toller International and Toller’s sister, Phillippa Cranston Baran says, “Toller saw himself as 
an artist who skated, not a skater who painted. Throughout his life, he inspired people to be bold, chase 
their destiny, and be creative. Through our initiatives at Toller International and now the Toller 50 
campaign we are showing Canadians that even ten years after his passing, Toller Cranston continues to 
inspire and influence artists, athletes, performers, and fans around the world.” 

New Art Book: Toller Cranston, Artistic Impressions  
We invite you to join us on November 29 for the kickoff of Toller 50 and the launch of Phillippa’s new 
book, Toller Cranston, Artistic Impressions. The book celebrates the astonishing creative output of a true 
Canadian icon. The artworks are stunning, the stories behind the artworks are poignant, the messages to 
young artists and athletes resonate —be brave, chase your destiny, dream big, and do the work. The 
publisher is Ken Whyte and his team at Sutherland House Books who provide unwavering commitment to 
books by, for, and about Canadians. Together, we are Canada Strong. 
 
Toller 50 Campaign Projects and Initiatives 

• Toller Cranston Memorial Fund and Toller Award Scholarships, Canadian Olympic Foundation  
• Toller Cranston Legacy Scholarships, World Figure Sport, Lake Placid NY  
• Toller Research Library at the Biblioteca Pública, San Miguel de Allende, Mexico 
• Toller Cranston Chasing Destiny Awards, Ontario Society of Artists 
• Toller 50 Awards for Builders and Influencers 
• WOA World Olympians Association Legacy Programs 
• Toller International UBU Campaign for Youth Empowerment 

 
Stay tuned for major announcements in 2026. 

Phillippa Cranston Baran is available for interviews and appearances. She can be reached at 
phillippa@tollerinternational.com or by cel 343-540-5910  
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Media Advisory  

Toronto Toller 50 and Book Launch 

Media are invited to the kickoff of the Toller 50 Campaign and the Toronto launch of Toller Cranston, 
Artistic Impressions. See attached. 

When: Saturday, November 29, 2025, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Remarks at 5:00 p.m. 

Where:  Donna Child Fine Art Gallery, Suite 101, 365 Evans Ave. Toronto  

RSVP: donna@donnachildfineart.com  or 416.620.0500 

 

Arnprior-Ottawa Toller 50 Campaign and Book Launch 

Media are invited to the Arnprior-Ottawa area kickoff of the Toller 50 Campaign and the launch of Toller 
Cranston, Artistic Impressions. See attached 

When: Sunday, January 25, 2025, 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Where:  Historic O’Brien Theatre, 147 John St. N., Arnprior, ON,  

RSVP: phillippa@tollerinternational.com  or 343-540-5910 

 

Backgrounder – About Toller  

Toller Cranston (1949-2015) is a six-time Canadian figure skating champion and two-time Olympian. He 
won a bronze medal at the 1974 World Championships and bronze at the 1976 Olympic Winter Games. 
He is an accomplished and visionary artist with thousands of artworks exhibited in more than 300 solo 
and group shows worldwide.  More information is available at www.tollerinternational.com 

 

Backgrounder – About the Art Book  

The visionary artworks of Canadian icon Toller Cranston are the focus of a new book, Toller Cranston, 
Artistic Impressions, written by his sister, Phillippa Cranston Baran. This full-colour art book delves 
into the creative legacy of the famed Olympian and offers more than 400 stunning images and insights 
from the artist himself, the gallerists who represented him, and the international collectors who revere his 
work. Toller Cranston, Artistic Impressions showcases the recurring imagery of his skating-themed 
paintings, the ubiquitous presence of strawberries, the expressive landscapes, and an enchanting 
assortment of magical creatures. “Like Toller, this book is distinctive, unusual, and colourful,” said 
Phillippa. “It’s a celebration of his genius as a visionary painter, trailblazing athlete, and an 
uncompromising force. The book is being released ahead of the 2026 Olympics in Milano-Cortina and 
marks the 50th anniversary of Toller’s bronze medal at the Innsbruck 1976 Olympic Winter Games. 
Toller’s performance at those games firmly established figure skating as an art form. 

 

mailto:donna@donnachildfineart.com
mailto:phillippa@tollerinternational.com
http://www.tollerinternational.com/

